
Tips for singers on how to properly record yourselves 
from the “Virtual Choir 101” website. 

No fancy microphones, no sound-proof rooms, no professional cameras: any 
modern smartphone is suitable, or a computer with a webcam. 

Singers, here are few tips for good recording – the video part: 

• You don’t need to hire a professional photographer to set a stage for your 
recording. 

• Choose a good spot in your house, maybe the kitchen with dirty dishes on the 
background it’s not a good choice. 

• If anything strange happens during recording, stop and restart. 
• I need to see your face: don’t stand too far from the camera. 
• Again, I need to see your face: be sure that on your back there is no bright 

light sources, as an open window or a lamp. 
• Did I say that I need to see your face? Ok, but if I can see only a big smiling 

face, maybe you’ve been too close to the camera. 
• Try to keep the camera as firm as possible: it is better if you could put your 

smartphone on a stable support. If you hire your child to take the video, tell 
him to stay as firm as possible (am I hinting to Harry Potter’s Petrificus 
Totalus curse?). 

And few tips for good audio recording: 

• You need to listen to learning track using headphones, because it must not be 
heard in your recording. 

• If any kind of unwanted noise happens during the recording, stop and restart: 
it is very hard to remove them later. 

• Follow previous suggestions and chances are that you already got a good 
audio recording of your voice. 

• It is not required to record separately audio and video, even if you have a 
chance. 

• Don’t be afraid to sing out your part, but don’t exaggerate: sing as if you 
were performing with a real choir, nothing more, nothing less. 

********************* 
Here’s a web page that I found helpful from an 

Episcopal Choir Easter Virtual Choir and Orchestra video they produced: 
https://episcopalchurch.org/virtual-choir 

Scroll down past the video and the parts to where it says 
“Tips for recording a great video:”

https://www.virtualchoir101.com/how-to-create-a-virtual-choir-performance/
https://episcopalchurch.org/virtual-choir

