Participating in “The Shalom Project”
at the Community Church
Thanks for participating in the singing of “Shalom” with the “virtual choir” at the
Community Church. I hope this document will help you have a fun and stress-free experience.
First of all, you don’t need fancy microphones, sound-proof rooms or professional
cameras. Any modern smartphone, or a computer with a webcam, is suitable.

WHERE TO FIND RESOURCES
The first thing you need to do is go to the Shalom Project. Here you’ll find all the text in
this document, followed by an audio file and a video of Deborah Klinger singing “Shalom.” All
you have to do is sing along with Deborah to make your contribution.

HARDWARE YOU’LL NEED
1. Two devices: one to record your video and a second to hear the guide track to make sure
you sing at the right pitch and tempo. You may be able to do this all one one device, with
two different applications.
2. Headphones or earbuds that plug into your smartphone or computer (either physically or via
Bluetooth).
3. A video recording app (“Camera” app on the iPhone, “Quicktime Player” or “Photo Booth”
on the Mac, or “Camera” app for Android smartphones and Windows computers)

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO REHEARSE AND RECORD
ON YOUR SMARTPHONE, iPAD, TABLET OR COMPUTER
1. Go to the same Shalom Project on your computer or in your tablet or smartphone browser,
and click on the audio or video file you want to listen to while you record yourself singing.
2. Plug your headphones or earbuds into your smartphone, tablet or computer, and keep them
on while you listen and record. Remember, you don’t want any of the sound of the original
tracks recorded. Click “Play” to start the track, and sing along with Deborah. Try to look
directly into the camera lens while you sing.
3. When you’re done, send the resulting file to me via WeTransfer.com (my preference), or
share it with me on Google Drive or Dropbox. If you’re a Mac user, you can also email it
using “Mail Drop.”

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
I will add to the “Shalom” choir each week as submissions come in, so just get it to me when
you are ready. This is an ongoing project.

RECORDING TIPS
Where should I film my video?
• Find a quiet, uncluttered space and turn off fans and other appliances that hum (eg.
refrigerators). Find a plain background, center yourself in the frame and make sure there is
plenty of light around your face.

How should my video look?
• It should be in horizontal (landscape) format. You should fill the frame with your head and
shoulders, leaving a little room above your head and a little more below your chin
• You can hold your music, or read it from your screen, whichever you prefer.

• Try to look directly into the lens as much as possible, as if you’re singing to someone.
• It’s very important that you “practice” a number of times with the guide track to get a feel for
all of the tempi, ritards, etc. before recording your video.
• Please ensure that you don’t have any screens or ceiling fans in the background of your
videos.
• Try to keep the camera as steady as possible. If you have a tripod, great. Otherwise, a music
stand, or anything that can prop up your device. Be creative!
• There is no need to record audio and video separately.
• Don’t be afraid to sing out, but don’t exaggerate: sing as if you were performing with the full
congregation.
• Listen back to a portion your recording to make sure it isn’t distorted, or so soft that it’s hard
to hear.
• It will be painful to hear yourself a cappella, but just trust that it will sound great when it’s
mixed with all the other voices.

