
Children’s Holiday Pageant 2025 
“CHRISTMASMYTH BUSTERS” 

written by Glenn Mehrbach 

ANNOUNCER (Voiceover) 
Welcome to a special Holiday episode of “Community Church Myth Busters,” 
where our intrepid quartet, Martin, Yvonne, Thomas and Hannah, rebrand 
themselves as “ChristMyth Busters,” and go in search of the truth behind some of 
our most cherished Christmas Origin Stories. 

THEME SONG: “ChristMyth Busters” 

ALL 4 CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS 
WE’RE CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, 
DIGGING FOR THE TRUTH. 
CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, 
EACH A MASTER SLEUTH. 
CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, 
USING ALL OUR SKILLS FOR YOU, 
TO FIND WHAT’S TRUE! 

BECAUSE WE’RE CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, 
ALWAYS ON THE TRACK. 
CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, 
FAIRY TALE OR FACT? 
CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, 
USING ALL OUR SKILLS FOR YOU, 
TO FIND WHAT’S TRUE! 

CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS! 

ANNOUNCER (Voiceover) 
Let’s begin by meeting the O. G. Creators of those stories. From the Holy Bible: 
Give it up for Matthew and Luke. 

PROLOGUE: Generations 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Welcome to both of you. To get us started, please read to us what you’ve written 
concerning the Genealogy of Jesus of Nazareth. 

MATTHEW and LUKE (alternately, rolling out long scrolls, gesturing to one another to begin.) 
You first. No, you. I have to insist. But really, you start. Well, okay, then. Fine. 
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LUKE (alternating with MATTHEW) 

“The Genealogy of Jesus Christ.” 

Adam, the son of God, 

Seth, the son of Adam, 

Enos, the son of Seth, 

Cainan, the son of Enos, 

Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 

Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, 

Enoch, the son of Jared, 

Methuselah, the son of…

LUKE (continuing) 
…Melchi, the son of Jannai, 

Levi, the son of Melchi, 

Matthat, the son of Levi, 

Heli, the son of Matthat, 

Joseph, the son of Heli. 

Jesus, son (as was supposed) of 
Joseph.

MATTHEW (alternating with LUKE) 
“This is the genealogy of Jesus the 
Messiah, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham.” 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, 

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, 
whose mother was Tamar, 

Perez the father of Hezron, 

Hezron of father of Ram, 

Ram the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon,

MATTHEW (continuing) 

…Elihud the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 

and Jacob the father of Joseph, 
the husband of Mary, 

and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
who is called the Messiah.

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Listen, we don’t have all day. Can we cut to the chase, please?
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THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
You’ve got to be kidding! You are both reciting “The Genealogy of Jesus,” yet 
you have two completely different sets of names? Explain. 

MATTHEW 
Well I’m tracing the lineage of Joseph… 

LUKE 
And me, the heritage of Mary. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
You’re sure about that? 

MATTHEW 
Well, actually…no. Some people think I’m tracing the actual parentage, while 
Luke… 

LUKE 
I trace the lineage through what were called “Levirate” marriages, where the 
brother of a man married his wife if the man died. Then, if they had a son 
together, it would still be the son of the dead husband, so… 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Wow! That’s really a stretch. And Matthew, yours neatly lines up in groups of 14. 
right? 

MATTHEW 
Correct. Kinda cool, right? 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
I don’t know. If you look at this from a logical perspective, you might think that 
you just made all of this up to convince everyone that Jesus was the Messiah, 
(THOMAS: “Or ‘Christ’ in Greek”), and deserves to be worshipped as such. 

LUKE 
Well sure, that was a nice byproduct. But we stand by our respective lineages. 

MATTHEW 
Agreed. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Swear on the Bible? 
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MATTHEW and LUKE 
Well… 

OPENING SONG: “Should We Believe the Christmas Story” 
MATTHEW and LUKE exit, tails between their legs and talking heatedly to each other. The 
music starts for the opening song, “Should We Believe the Christmas Story?” Suddenly, the stage 
populates with all the characters in the story. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
You can see why we took on this assignment. There’s plenty to examine here. 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
This morning we’ll examine the Bible stories through the lens of science, 
common sense, and the historical record. 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Our goal is not to cheapen or lessen the impact of Jesus of Nazareth on our culture 
and world, but to put the story of his birth and early days into perspective. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Because, in the end, it doesn’t matter if the Christmas Story is literal truth or 
invented story. Or something in between. What’s important is what Jesus said and 
did. His call for us to love one indiscriminately, show compassion for all beings, 
and speak truth to power. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
For, as the great Theologian Howard Thurman wrote, “we must distinguish 
between the "religion about Jesus"—what Christianity has become—and the 
"religion of Jesus"—the religion Jesus himself actually lived and taught. 

ENTIRE CAST (singing) 
SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE CHRISTMAS STORY? 
HOW DO WE KNOW IT’S TRUE? 
THIS WE WILL EXPLORE, 
WE’LL OPEN EVERY DOOR, 
ALL SHARE ALL OUR RESULTS WITH YOU. 

WHERE DID WE LEARN THE CHRISTMAS STORY? 
WHERE DOES IT ALL START OUT? 
THERE’S MATTHEW AND THERE’S LUKE, 
LIKE U.N.C. AND DUKE, 
TWO DIFFERENT VIEWS WITHOUT A DOUBT. 
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SOLOISTS (variously, speaking in rhythm) 
What about the birth of “John the Baptist”? 
How did Mary’s pregnancy occur? 

Was there really a Census? 
And a “Star in the East”? 
Was there no room at the Inn? 
Was Jesus born in a manger? 
Did the Magi bring gifts? 
Did an Angel visit shepherds? 

And speaking of Angels, what’s with all the Angels? 

SOLOIST (singing) 
SEEMS WHENEVER SOMEONE HAS A DREAM AT NIGHT: 

ENTIRE CAST (shouted) 
ANGELS! 

SOLOIST 
EV’RY TIME THEY NEED TO MOVE THE PLOT ALONG: 

ENTIRE CAST (shouted) 
ANGELS! 

SOLOIST 
SOMEONE NEEDS TO MAKE A BIG DECISION? 

ENTIRE CAST (shouted) 
ANGELS! 

SOLOIST 
SOMEONE NEEDS TO TAKE A DIFFERENT ROUTE? 

ENTIRE CAST (shouted) 
ANGELS! 

Angels here! Angels there! 
Angels, Angels everywhere, so…  

ENTIRE CAST (singing) 
SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE CHRISTMAS STORY? 
AND DOES IT MATTER AT ALL? 
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ENTIRE CAST (continued) 
JESUS DID EXIST 
ON THAT WE WILL INSIST, 
AND WHAT HE TAUGHT US STILL STANDS TALL. 

SHOULD WE BELIEVE THE CHRISTMAS STORY? (repeat in a 4 part round) 
LET’S EXPLORE 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY! 

All exit the stage except for the CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS, who stand off to the side. 
ZECHARIAH and ELIZABETH take center stage. 

SCENE ONE: The Story of Elizabeth and Zechariah 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Let’s start with the story, from the Gospel of Luke, of the birth of “John the 
Baptist.” 

ZECHARIAH and ELIZABETH are sitting in their home. 

ELIZABETH 
After all these years, Zechariah, I still yearn for us to have a child of our own. But 
I am old now, and it will likely never happen. 

ZECHARIAH 
Elizabeth, I, too, long for a child. I’m going to the Temple today to pray. I’ll 
include our longing for a child in my prayers. Who knows what may happen. 

ZECHARIAH leaves and is soon inside the Temple, and begins praying. GABRIEL, AN ANGEL 
OF THE LORD appears. 

GABRIEL, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Because you have been 
sinless and blameless in the sight of the Lord, your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you are to call him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and he will 
be great in the sight of the Lord. He will bring back many of the people of Israel 
to the Lord their God. And make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

ZECHARIAH 
My wife? Elizabeth? She is well past child-baring age, and we have never been 
able to conceive, anyway. How can this be? 
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GABRIEL, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
Because I, Gabriel, sent from God, said so! Now, because of your skepticism, I 
will render you mute until the child is born. 

ZECHARIAH tries to respond, but is unable. He walks outside the Temple as GABRIEL, AN 
ANGEL OF THE LORD disappears. The TOWNSPEOPLE gather around him. 

SONG: “Speak Up, Zechariah!” 

TOWNSPEOPLE 
SPEAK UP, ZECHARIAH! 
TELL US WHAT WENT ON. 
YOU WENT IN THE TEMPLE, 
NOW YOUR VOICE IS GONE. 
SOMETHING MUST HAVE HAPPENED, 
YOU’VE BEEN THERE SO LONG, SO 

SPEAK UP, ZECHARIAH! 
SO WE’LL KNOW WHAT’S WRONG. 

SPEAK UP, ZECHARIAH! 
SPEAK UP, ZECHARIAH! 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
As the story goes, Zechariah goes home to his wife, Elizabeth, who is 
miraculously pregnant. Time passes, and John is born. They bring him to the 
Temple to circumcise the child. 

SARA (speaking in rhythm) 
It’s been eight days, Elizabeth, 
It’s time to circumcise and give the boy a name. 

SAMUEL 
Yes! 
(almost a chant) Tradition has it that he be named after the father, 
So he will be called “Zechariah, Jr.” 

ELIZABETH 
No! His name will be John. 

SARA 
But there’s none in your family who has a name like that. 
Why would you pick that name? 
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SAMUEL (turning to ZECHARIAH) 
Zechariah! 
(almost a chant, again) Talk some sense into your wife. 

SARA 
He should be named Zechariah. 

SAMUEL and SARA 
It’s natural and right! 

ZECHARIAH, who is still mute, asks for a tablet. SARA gives him one, and he writes hurriedly 
and holds up the tablet, which says: “HIS NAME IS JOHN.” 

ZECHARIAH 
That’s right! 

ZECHARIAH is surprised at hearing himself speak, and gets very excited. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
OK, let’s take a minute here. This isn’t making any sense. Now we know that 
John was likely a real person, as he is not only mentioned in the Gospels, but also 
in the Quran and many other Holy texts. But he is usually not mentioned until he 
is a grown man, and living in the wilderness and baptizing anyone he comes 
across. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
So we can only imagine that Luke included this story to show that John was 
SPECIAL, and CHOSEN BY GOD. First of all, the same kind of thing the Angel 
is proposing… 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
The old-age pregnancy, the miraculous birth, the purity and sinlessness of a 
prophet’s parents… 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Right. Are all mentioned numerous times in the Old Testament. And Luke takes 
pains to point out that this story fulfills many prophecies. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
So, once again, John is probably a very important person (HANNAH: “V. I. P.”) 
who Luke thought needed to have a better back story. 

MARTIN and YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS) 
OK, Townspeople. Go on with your celebration. 
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SONG: “Praise the Lord!” 

ZECHARIAH and TOWNSPEOPLE (TOWNSPEOPLE alternate lyrics in parentheses) 
PRAISE THE LORD, 
MY (HIS) SILENT DAYS ARE PAST! 
THE ANGEL STOLE MY (HIS) SPEECH, 
BUT GAVE IT BACK TO ME (HIM) AT LAST. 

PRAISE THE LORD! 
AND PRAISE MY (HIS) LOVELY WIFE, 
WHO BORE THIS BABY BOY 
AND BROUGHT HIS SPIRIT TO THIS LIFE. 

PRAISE THE LORD! 
THE PROPHECIES WERE RIGHT. 
OUR FAITHFULNESS REWARDED, 
NOW HE’S BROUGHT US TO THE LIGHT! 

PRAISE THE LORD! 

The TOWNSPEOPLE, ZECHARIAH, and all involved with the previous scene dance off. Soon we 
are at the home of JOSEPH and MARY. MARY is speaking. 

SCENE TWO: Mary and Joseph 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Now let’s check in on Mary and Joseph. They’re newly married, (YVONNE: “Or 
maybe just engaged.”) and Mary has just been visited by another Angel of the 
Lord. 

MARY 
Joseph, an Angel of the Lord came to me and said that I’ll become pregnant with 
a child who will save to people of Israel. And, behold, I am. 

JOSEPH 
Mary, I must be faithful to the law, but do not want to expose you to public 
disgrace. So I’ll divorce you quietly. Good night. 

JOSEPH reclines on his bed, and immediately another ARIEL, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
appears to him. 

ARIEL, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
Joseph, do not divorce your wife, but embrace her and keep her with you. 
Because the child she has conceived is from the Holy Spirit. 
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JOSEPH awakens and goes to MARY, so is sitting in the other room, patting her belly. 

JOSEPH 
Mary, I was visited by an Angel, too, and he has instructed me to embrace you 
and the child within you. So I shall. 

The CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS once again step in. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Now this might have happened this way, or maybe Joseph and Mary, who many 
think were already married, consummated their marriage and Mary became 
pregnant. We’ll never know. But, seeing how many Biblical prophecies these 
events fulfilled, we tend to think that it was just a normal pregnancy, with the 
“Immaculate Conception” narrative added to give credence to the “Jesus as 
Messiah” idea. So many prophecies fulfilled here. 

A very old man in robes and a long beard rushes in from the wings, and steps in front of the 
ChristMyth Busters. 

ISAIAH, A PROPHET 
Speaking of Prophecies, here’s a little ditty brought to you by those who created 
those texts. 

A group of similarly dressed PROPHETS enter, as an old-fashioned waltz begins to play 

SONG: “The Prophets of the Old Testament” 

ALL PROPHETS 
WE’RE THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, 
AND WE LIVED A LONG, LONG TIME AGO. 
WE WROTE A LOT OF BOOKS 
THEY SAY HAVE COME FROM GOD, 
THOUGH AT THE TIME WE DIDN’T KNOW. 

WE’RE THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, 
AND WE PROPHESIED WITH GREAT INTENT. 
WE OFTEN SPOKE OF DREAMS, 
OR WARNED OF THINGS TO COME 
THAT MANY THOUGHT WERE HEAVEN SENT. 

ISAIAH (spoken in rhythm) 
Isaiah’s my name, I’ve had the most fame. 
I’m all over Handel’s “Messiah,” it’s true! 
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JOSEPH (not the other Joseph, and spoken in rhythm) 
I’m Joseph, and known for interpreting dreams, 
And subject of an Andrew Lloyd Webber musical, too. 

OTHER PROPHETS (spoken) 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”! 

DAVID (spoken in rhythm) 
I’m David, and I played the harp and wrote psalms. 
They told of my journey from Shepherd to King. 

JOSEPH, A PROPHET (spoken) 
“The Lord is My Shepherd” is his biggest hit. 

ELIJAH (spoken in rhythm) 
And me, I’m Elijah, when I did expire, 
God took me to heaven on a Chariot of Fire! 

ALL PROPHETS 
TO THE WRITERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
WE GIVE A HEARTY “SHOUT OUT” TO YOU. 
OUR “PROPS” GO TO Y’ALL, 
LUKE, MATTHEW AND PAUL. 
WITHOUT YOU WHO KNOWS WHERE WE’D BE? 

WE MUST SAY GOODBYE, 
BUT WE PROPHESY 
THAT ALL OF YOUR DREAMS WILL COME TRUE! 

The PROPHETS leave. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Well, thank you. Very enlightening. And prophetic! 

SCENE THREE: Meet the Magi 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Anyway, back to our story. The 3 Magi are traveling to Jerusalem, since they’ve 
seen an unusual “Star” rise in the East, and have decided to follow it. 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
In Matthew he doesn’t mention how many Magi there were, their names, or much 
about them, except that they were from the East. Everything else came later. 
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CASPAR 
We’ve been at this for a long time. We counseled Kings, interpreted dreams for 
rulers, provided divination for priests and religious figures. But we’ve never seen 
anything quite like this Star. 

MELCHIOR 
It’s probably the one mentioned in the Prophecy about the birth of the King of the 
Jews. 

BALTHAZAR 
True. We should travel to Jerusalem and ask around. See if anyone else knows 
what might be going on. 

CASPAR 
Let’s get to it, then. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
They travel to Jerusalem, and when they get there Melchior stops a Passerby. 

MELCHOIR 
Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews? We saw the star when it 
rose and have come to worship him. 

PASSERBY 
Not sure what you’re talking about. Have a nice day. 

Overhearing this is one of King Herod’s Scribes (SCRIBE 1). He hurries back to King Herod’s 
Court. 

SCENE FOUR: King Herod’s Court 
Now we are in King Herod’s Court. Present are KING HEROD, the CHIEF PRIEST, two 
SCRIBES, and two SOLDIERS. 

SCRIBE 1 
My King, I was in the marketplace and overheard three Magi talking of a Star in 
the East, and a child who was born “King of the Jews.” 

KING HEROD 
“King of the Jews.” There is no King but Herod. Who would say such a thing? 

SCRIBE 2 
Well, the prophets do say: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.” 
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CHIEF PRIEST 
We should do something about this child, My King. Or else your power may be 
diminished. 

SCRIBE 1 
Perhaps we should go and find these Magi, and find out more about what they’re 
up to. 

KING HEROD 
Excellent idea. Soldiers: go and find these Magi and bring them to me. 

The SOLDIERs leave to collect the MAGI. In the interim, KING HEROD paces, the PRIEST plot 
and the SCRIBES write. Soon the MAGI enter, being roughed up a little by the 2 SOLDIERS. 
There are not happy about their treatment. 

CASPAR 
Hey, take you hands off me. Do you have any idea of who we are? 

MARTIN (stepping in the freezing the action) 
OK, I think this is a good place to step in, because they don’t even know who they 
are. And, although this is a great story, it’s probably not true. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
The origins of the “Magi” are very murky, as no one seems to agree about 
whether they’re astrologers, Wise Men (MARTIN: “Whatever that means”), 
Zoroastrian priests, Magicians (YVONNE: “The word Magi is said to be the root 
of “magic,” after all), or Kings. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
In fact it wasn’t until later when they started being referred to mainly as Kings, 
and it seemed to stick around 500 B.C. Then we got the song (starts to sing “We 
Three Kings of Orient Are”). 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
What seems to be clear is that they came from the East, and brought gifts. OK. 
Back to the story. 

MELCHIOR 
Yea, we’re Magi. Mystical figures from Persian and the Far East who perform  
magical acts and consult with Kings and rulers. As are also Master Astrologists 
and Seers into the future. 

CASPAR 
Or so they say. 
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BALTHAZAR 
So we don’t appreciate being treated so rudely. 

KING HEROD 
I’m the King around here, so I’ll treat you any way I like. 

SCRIBE 1 
So why have you come to Jerusalem? 

CHIEF PRIEST 
And what about this “Star” that you claim appeared in the East? 

CASPAR 
We were looking in the night sky, and we saw a Star we’d never seen before rise 
in the East. And certain prophecies seemed to portend the birth of a Great 
Personage, a “King of the Jews.” 

MELCHOIR 
So, naturally, we wanted to know where it came from. 

CASPAR 
The Star and the Personage. 

BALTHAZAR 
And it all seemed to originate in Jerusalem, so off we went. 

KING HEROD (thinking, and then smiling - he has a plan!) 
Ah, I see. Then please, go and find this Star, and this “Newborn King." But when 
you do, come back to me immediately and tell me where he is, so I can go and 
worship him, too. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Again, great story, but probably not true. 

HANNAN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
It’s more likely that they were invented… 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
And embellished… 

HANNAH 
…to show that not just Jews should treat Jesus as a great person, but the whole 
world, including the Gentiles in the Far East. And the “Star in the East” that they 
followed was a trope, found in many religious origin stories. 
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MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
And, for the record, that horrible “slaughter of the innocents” story was likely a 
fabrication, too… 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Again, to fulfill a prophecy. 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
…as something that widespread and horrific would’ve shown up in other 
historical documents, which it didn’t. 

SCENE FIVE: “Bethlehem” 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
To move things along, we’ll use pantomime for this next section, Gospel by 
Gospel. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
In Matthew’s version, Mary and Joseph are from Bethlehem, where Baby Jesus is 
born. They end up in Nazareth, though, after stopping in Egypt, because they’re 
fleeing persecution from King Herod, who died, but was replaced by an even 
meaner King. Of course this all involves another Angel giving them the news. 

MARY, JOSEPH and the BABY JESUS start out under a big “BETHLEHEM” sign, travels to a 
place with a big “EGPYT” sign, where they settle down. An ANGEL appears to JOSEPH in a 
dream, motioning for him to go to Nazareth instead of back to Bethlehem. They walk to a big 
“NAZARETH” sign and sit down. All signs are carried by one of the CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS. 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
In Luke’s account, Jesus’s family is from Nazareth and only goes to Bethlehem 
because of a Roman Census, which, by all accounts, never happened 

The BABY JESUS disappears, and MARY, JOSEPH, starting out under a sign that says 
“NAZARETH,” pack up their things and walk to a sign that says “BETHLEHEM.” 

. 
YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 

These aren’t just uncomplimentary accounts; they’re contradictory. But both 
Gospel writers claim Jesus is actually from Bethlehem because both faced a 
significant problem. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
The Hebrew Bible prophesies that the Jewish Messiah will come from there, 
which was the hometown of their greatest king, David. 
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HANNAN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Jesus, however, is referred to over and over throughout the New Testament as 
being “Jesus of Nazareth.” In fact, outside these four chapters, the word 
“Bethlehem” appears in only one other verse in New Testament. 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Scholars see this as a plausible reason why a gospel writer would fabricate a 
whole birth story for Jesus. They needed to explain to a skeptical audience, 
familiar with the prophecy, that Jesus was actually from Bethlehem. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
So, somehow or other, Jesus… 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Of Nazareth… 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
…is born. 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
…in Bethlehem. 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
And, for reasons only known to Luke, an Angel of the Lord decides to go to a 
nearby field and tell this to a group of Shepherds and their Sheep. 

ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, along with their SHEEP and GOATS, appear and sing. 

SONG: “Shepherd’s in the Fields, Rejoice!” 

EVANGELINE, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
SHEPHERDS IN THE FIELDS, REJOICE! 
RAISE YOUR STAFFS AND RAISE YOUR VOICE! 
SHEPHERDS IN THE FIELDS, REJOICE! 
REJOICE! 

SHEPHERDS 
VERY NEAR A CHILD IS BORN, 
ON THIS GLORIOUS CHRISTMAS MORN, 
ALL WHO HEAR OUR SONG: REJOICE! 
REJOICE! 
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SHEPHERDS (continued) 
OUR SHEEP ARE DANCING A MERRY DO-SI-DOH. 
OUR GOATS ARE PRANCING, CAVORTING TO AND FRO, 
AND WE ARE GLANCING AT ANGELS UP ON HIGH, 
MAKING LAZY CIRCLES IN THE SKY! 

SHEPHERDS, SHEEP and ANGELS 
ALL SHOULD JOIN THE JUBILEE, 
HEAV’N AND EARTH AT LAST AGREE. 
SING ALONG WITH ME, REJOICE! 
REJOICE! 
REJOICE! 

While the shepherds and sheep hurry off to find the Baby Jesus, EVANGELINE, AN ANGEL OF 
THE LORD, is joined by the 3 other ANGELS OF THE LORD, who descend from the skies and 
sing. 

SONG: “Call an Angel” 

GABRIEL, ARIEL, CELESTE and EVANGELINE, ANGELS OF THE LORD 
NEED SOMEONE TO SPREAD THE NEWS? 
CHANGE A MIND OR CHASE THE BLUES? 
OFFER WHAT THEY CAN’T REFUSE? 
CALL AN ANGEL, CALL US! 

GOT A PLOT THAT’S GOING WRONG? 
MESSENGER TO SING YOUR SONG? 
NOT QUITE SURE WHERE YOU BELONG? 
CALL AN ANGEL, CALL US! 

WE LIVE UP IN HEAVEN, 
AWAITING GOD’S REQUEST. 
WE’LL COME TO YOU, AND WHEN WE’RE THROUGH: 
IT’S ALL FOR THE BEST! 

THINGS AREN’T GOING QUITE YOUR WAY? 
MAYBE NOT YOUR FINEST DAY? 
YOU CAN WIPE YOUR TEARS AWAY. 
YOU DON’T NEED TO - DISCUSS. 
CALL AN ANGEL, CALL US! 

The ANGELS dance. 
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ANGELS 
WE LIVE UP IN HEAVEN, 
AWAITING GOD’S REQUEST. 
WE’LL COME TO YOU, AND WHEN WE’RE THROUGH: 
IT’S ALL FOR THE BEST! 

THINGS AREN’T GOING QUITE YOUR WAY? 
MAYBE NOT YOUR FINEST DAY? 
YOU CAN WIPTE YOUR TEARS AWAY. 
YOU DON’T NEED TO - DISCUSS. 
CALL AN ANGEL, 
CALL US! 

(spoken in rhythm) 
Need someone to save the day? 
Just call on us, we’re on the way! 

SCENE SIX: “The Crèche” 
As the ANGELS leave, the lovely tableaux of the HOLY FAMILY in the stable (known as the 
“Crèche”) is revealed. MARY, JOSEPH and JESUS are surrounded by the ANIMALS, who don’t 
seem very happy. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
This is a lovely scene, isn’t it? It’s called the “Crèche.” And it probably never 
happened. Even Pope Benedict XVI, who probably knew what he was talking 
about, admitted that this was probably written as a metaphor. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
By having Jesus born in a feeding trough, it became a symbol that he would be 
spiritual food for the world. And “no room at the Inn” shows that Jesus was an 
outsider, not an elite. 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Still, it’s a lovely moment, that has been replicated many thousands of times 
throughout the ages. 

YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
But how would you feel if someone plopped a baby right in the middle of your 
dinner plate? 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Which is what the manger is for these animals. 
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HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
Let’s find out.  

SONG: “Animals in the Stable” 

ANIMALS IN THE STABLE (Cow, Donkey, Sheep and Goat, Sheepdog and Cat) 
WE’RE THE ANIMALS IN THE STABLE, 
AND THERE’S A BABY WHERE WE GET OUR FOOD. 
WE’RE HUNGRY, THIRSTY, 
TIRED AND ANNOYED, 
BUT MOSTLY WE’RE NOT IN THE MOOD. 

WE’RE THE ANIMALS IN THE STABLE, 
AND THERE’S A MANGER WHERE WE’RE S’POSED TO EAT. 
BUT SOMEONE’S IN THERE. 
WE ARE NOT AMUSED. 
AND SO WE MOO, BRAY, BAH AND BLEAT. 

AN ANIMAL IN THE STABLE (Optional Solos) 
OUR OWNERS HAVE PREPARED OUR SUMPTUOUS EV’NING SPREAD. 
WHICH WE HAVE NOT YET SHARED 
BECAUSE IT’S NOW A BABY’S BED. 

ANIMALS IN THE STABLE (All together now) 
WE’RE THE ANIMALS IN THE STABLE, 
AND WE DON’T WANT TO SEEM THE LEAST BIT RUDE. 
BUT BABY, WON’T YOU 
FIND ANOTHER SPOT, 
SO WE CAN AT LAST EAT OUR FOOD? 

WE’RE THE ANIMALS IN THE STABLE, 
AND YOU’RE HOGGING OUR DINNER TABLE. 
WE’RE THE ANIMALS IN THE STABLE. 

The HOLY FAMILY finally leave, and the animals dig into their dinner, which has been sitting 
underneath the BABY JESUS the whole time. As the Crèche is taken off, blocks are brought on to 
create the Final Tableaux. Once in place, the Holy Family returns and sits and wait. 

SCENE SEVEN: The Final Tableaux 

MARTIN (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
So I think we’ve shown you that much of the Christmas Story is just that. 
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YVONNE (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
A story. Woven from many sources, beginning with Matthew and Mark and 
embellished through the ages, to celebrate the birth of one of histories greatest 
teachers and religious figures. 

THOMAS (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
And so, as we do each year, we celebrate this birth, and with it the birth of each 
child throughout the world. 

HANNAH (CHRISTMYTH BUSTER) 
For each night a child is born is a Holy Night. 

ALL FOUR CHRISTMYTH BUSTERS 
Take it away, Angel Gabriel! 

GABRIEL, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
Come one, come all. Bring your gifts to this child. For a new hope has entered the world, 
and this moment should be cherished. Enter and rejoice! 

The LAMBS, guided by their SHEPHERDS, give their gift of wool to the BABY JESUS, singing: 

LAMBS 
BABY JESUS, TAKE OUR GIFT OF WOOL, 
MAY IT ALWAYS KEEP YOU WARM, 
SHEILD YOU FROM THE SWIRLING WINDS. 
WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’VE JOINED US HERE. 

Then the SHEPHERDS, their LAMBS at their side, bring pieces of cheese to the BABY 
JESUS, singing: 

SHEPHERDS 
BABY JESUS, TAKE THIS GIFT OF CHEESE, 
PRODUCT OF OUR HEALTHY HERD. 
MAY IT KEEP YOU STRONG AND SURE, 
AS YOU GROW AND JOURNEY ON. 

Finally, the ANGELS  process up to the HOLY FAMILY, and give the BABY JESUS their stars, 
singing: 

ANGELS 
BABY JESUS, TAKE OUR GIFT OF STARS, 
PLUCKED FROM HEAVEN JUST FOR YOU 
MAY THEY WARM YOU WITH THEIR LIGHT, 
GUIDE YOU SAFELY ON YOUR WAY. 
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The ENTIRE CAST surrounds the HOLY FAMILY, and sing. 

ENTIRE CAST 
A CHILD IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM, 
A CHILD IS BORN TO SHOW THE WAY. 
ON THIE BRIGHT MORN 
A CHILD IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM. 

ALL COME AND VIEW THIS NEWBORN BABE, 
THIS PRECIOUS LIFE, THIS PROOF OF LOVE. 
SO HEED THE CALL, 
COME ONE AND ALL TO BETHLEHEM. 

WE COME TO WELCOME AND ADORE HIM, 
WE BRING HIM GIFTS FROM NEAR AND FAR. 
WE LONG TO LINGER HERE BEFORE HIM ALL THE DAY, 
GUIDED BY THE ANGEL’S STAR. 

A CHILD IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM 
SO SOUND THE HORN, 
SHOUT OUT THE NEWS. 
ALL CONFLICTS CEASE, 
JUST LOVE AND PEACE TODAY! 

THIS PRECIOUS MORN, 
OUR GIFTS ADORN IN BETHLEHEM. 
IN BETHLEHEM! 

THE END


